Longfellow Parent Association (LPA) Meeting

October 14th, 2014, 11am-12pm

Longfellow School Library

Members Present:
Johnna Visser (co-chair), Mariah Marsh (co-chair), Charlie West (treasurer), Jenna Lenz (volunteer coordinator), Stephanie McDowell (secretary)
Members Elected:
none
Members Absent:
none
· Run for Longfellow raised $15,810 so far!  Mr. Walthall and Mr. Carpenter will have balloons thrown at them today to celebrate the funds raised.  For next year:
· Make sure to help Jen with the fundraising end of the event more.  It should be the first thing LPA focuses on in August.  (LPA should meet in August to get it organized.)

· About $1200 came from Paypal, so make sure the link works and get it out earlier so family and friends can participate.

· Increase the kids’ enthusiasm.  

· How we will use funds:

· Now that we know our funding, we can get proposals from teachers so we can give out the money this year.

· It was mentioned that Artworks has had a carry-over and may be interested in funding art-focused proposals.  

· We will also keep putting money away for the playground.

· Becca Spears is organizing Family Dinner Night again.  Due to attendance last year, she’ll do Nov 18th for K-2nd grades and Nov 20th for 3rd-5th grades.  LPA will give her the $200 that she made last year for her expenses.

· We will organize blue ribbon cupcakes in the teachers’ lounge on 11-7-14.  Stephanie will organize and check with Mr. Walthall to make sure it is OK.
· The Science Fair will be in February.  Jenna knows someone who may be interested in organizing it.

· We need a calendar of events for the year.  Stephanie will make one based on last years’ events.

· Jenna would like to work on the yearbook this year.  She has a list of people who are interested in helping.

· Spirit Items:  bracelets and hats are ideas.  Johnna will ask Ben for ideas and quotes.

· Bike/Walk to School hasn’t been happening.  LPA will look into who might be interested in organizing these.
· Thanks for Giving was cancelled this year.  The organizers aren’t putting it on again.

· Jenna has a volunteer list and master list of emails for volunteers.

· Johnna will do fall and spring teacher appreciation during teacher conferences.
· Adjourned at 12pm, minutes by Stephanie McDowell, Secretary.

Longfellow Parent Association (LPA) General Meeting

October 14th, 2014, 12noon
Longfellow School Library

In attendance:
Johnna Visser (co-chair), Mariah Marsh (co-chair), Charlie West (secretary), Jenna Lenz (volunteer coordinator), Stephanie McDowell (secretary), Mr. Walthall, Josh Smith, Jeri Kohlin, Sharron Glick, Paul Grigsby, Sarah Lutiger, Kath Crumrine, Marisa Bueno
· Sharon Glick is willing to sell her book “Perros Perros, Dog Dog” at the Country Bookshelf and donating a portion of the proceeds to LPA.  She will update LPA when she knows more.

· Mr. Walthall updated on the 2014 Blue Ribbon School Award.  Two teachers are going to Washington D.C. with Mr. Walthall on November 10th-11th to receive the award
· Mr. Walthall updated on the construction.  The elevator shaft should be done November 26th.  Then, the rest of the teachers will be able to move into their rooms.
· Guest Speaker, Sarah, from the YMCA:

· The YMCA has 5 full time staff members, a small office, and some seasonal schools.

· They borrow facilities and they have the Hawk’s Nest daycare at the high school. 

· They do sports, early learning, dance, PIR day camps (especially 7:30am-5:30pm), Montana Leads, and backcountry walks.

· They own land by the Dinosaur Park where the city is looking at putting in an aquatics park and pool.  They are trying to build there.

· They put out an annual program guide.
· Family Dinner Night will be organized by Becca Spears on Nov. 18th for K-2nd and Nov. 20th for 3rd-5th.  More info and how to help will follow.

· Parent Liaisons are needed for classes to spread info from LPA directly to the parents so teachers don’t have to do it.  It was mentioned that LPA should say we need volunteers rather than making it sound like they need to be nominated or asked.

· Run for Longfellow:  
· Approximately $15,800 was raised during Run for Longfellow.   Money is still coming in.

· Mr. Walthall and Mr. Carpenter will be part of a water balloon barrage today at 3pm.  Johnna and Jenna can stay to help will water balloons.

· Sharon Glick will draw something that represents R4LF for next year’s letter.
· It was suggested that we give more specifics next year in the letter.  For example, tell people what we funding in the past years and what our budget includes.

· Make sure the online donation link works next year.

· Shorten the letter and make it have more bullets.

· Re-explain that all the checks that parents write through the year are just pass-through because the school can’t take money.  So, the money doesn’t go to LPA unless people donate to R4LF.

· Johnna will do a follow-up ½ page thank you for the donations in the 10-24-14 Friday Folder.  She’ll try to get a picture of Mr. Walthall and Mr. Carpenter getting hit with balloons.
· Playground Update:  The Fundraising Committee will begin raising money in the New Year before Artworks starts fundraising.

· Adjourned at 1pm, minutes by Stephanie McDowell, Secretary.

